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Fellow Africans, distinguished guests and members of the Diaspora, today the 14th of August 2010 we have gathered together as Africans to celebrate the success of our Continent. I am proud to have been invited to address this important gathering during the month of August; which happens to be women’s’ month in South Africa.
Occasions such as the one tonight invoke a legacy of freedom that must be protected, cherished and passed on to future generations.  We are reminded of the journey travelled to achieve our independence and recognition; and the challenge that lies ahead to achieve justice and equality for Africa in the international arena.
The year 2010 is of profound significance in African history and marks a moment of collective celebration for the peoples of Africa. It is the year of the centennial celebration of the birth of the icon of pan-Africanism, Kwame Nkrumah, and the 110th anniversary of the pan-African movement. It is the 20th anniversary of Nelson Mandela's release from prison as well as the 50th  commemoration of the Sharpeville Massacre. Moreover, it is the 50th anniversary of independence of 17 African states, including Patrice Lumumba's Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo. The African Union has declared 2010 as the year of peace, security and stability and also 2010 to 2020 as the African Women’s decade. In the next 5 years, more than 20 African countries will hold elections. Last but not least the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup was hosted for the first time on African soil. 
Our Continent has a long history of great men and women, who became patrons of the arts, scholars, and warriors of our struggle for liberation. These heroes and heroines have shaped Africa’s history, art, culture and values. Let us remember them tonight as giants-- founders of our freedom. Let us be inspired by leaders like Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, Dr Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo,  Jomo Kenyatta and Leophold Senghor for their life long fight against racism and oppression and advancement of the struggle for the right to self government.

While we have to the make the struggles and achievements of our legends our source of inspiration, we are obliged to reflect more on the modern day picture of Africa and aspire to perfect the vision. We all know that our continent remains challenged by issues of governance, underdevelopment, poverty, disease, conflicts and exploitation. Despite these challenges, our resilience and determination should not wane. 

A bigger picture of the African Continent reveals gains that have been realised in terms of the thorny issues plaguing the Continent. The number of conflicts and coups has scaled down dramatically and there is greater co-operation between the African Union and the United Nations (UN) in terms of dealing with the ongoing conflicts in Somalia and Sudan. The AU continues to monitor the situation in Zimbabwe and Madagascar closely. 
The trend of democracy is fast becoming the norm in the Continent. Over the last five years we have witnessed several African Nations go to the polls and peacefully elect their leaders without fear or intimidation. The peaceful elections in Mozambique, Namibia and Tanzania are a beacon of hope for a brighter political future for Africa.

The economic importance and relevance of Africa is formidable in the twenty first century. The Continent has forged some powerful relationships in the international arena that will stand to benefit our citizens in the future. We have seen an economic growth of 5% and above in most of our economies despite the recession that engulfed the global economy in 2007. A June 2010 report by McKinsey &Company includes an array of facts about Africa from the firm's business and economics research arm, the McKinsey Global Institute. Since the year 2000, 316 million people on the continent have signed up for cell phone service, more than the entire population of the United States; Africa's billion people spent $860 billion in 2008, more than India's population of 1.2 billion. 

From 2000 to 2008, African economies grew at twice the pace that they did in the 1980s and 1990s. Moreover, Africa was one of only two regions -- Asia was the other -- where the collective economy rose through the global recession of 2009, by 1.4 percent. 

The current Barron’s magazine cover article echoes these sentiments by stating that investors will lose a huge opportunity if they avoid vibrant and changing Africa which they describe as the last overlooked investment frontier. Further affirmation of the world’s realisation of our continent’s potential is becoming visible in remarks by the current US administration in the words of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, “I remain convinced that there is no place that holds the opportunities of the future than Africa does.” 
African sportsmen and women continue to make us proud the world over. It was a moment of pride and glory when the world watched the FIFA Soccer World Cup from the shores of South Africa. Not only did we prove the sceptics wrong, but in the spirit of Kenneth Kaunda’s Humanism and what we in South Africa call Ubuntu, we hosted a world class and spectacular tournament that will remain in the minds of Soccer lovers indefinitely. The Ghanaian national team, the Black Stars further highlighted the Continent’s status by reaching the quarterfinals of the Soccer World Cup. I wish to commend the team for the excellent sportsmanship and team spirit. 

Africa has risen to the occasion in the international political and economic arena. Our leaders continue to make meaningful contributions and decisions in important forums and gatherings. It has become tradition for us to actively engage with our partners across the ocean. The visit by Senegalese President Abdoulawaye Wade to the State of Illinois is a classical example that proves that mutual and beneficial co-operation can take place at any level of government. Governance at grassroots level is just as critical. 
I would however be found wanting if I do not also refer to the crucial contribution of women to Africa’s rise on the world stage. The Continent’s past and future would be meaningless if we did not recognise the role played by women. Post-colonialism is unthinkable without women’s struggles against injustice and inequality. Yet the victories of independence have not easily translated into benefits for women. We should therefore work with our leaders in the Continent towards greater recognition of women and children’s rights.  The recent African Union (AU) Summit that was held in Kampala, Uganda focused on among other issues Maternal, Newborn and Child Health and Development in Africa. This was a step forward in the realisation of justice and equality for women and children of our continent. We should actively recall that the Assembly of the African Union declared 2010 to 2020 the African Women’s Decade and urge our governments to participate and implement programs for women. 
 The success of the African Renaissance will only be possible if all Africans take an active part in it. The people of Africa by and large have to energetically work to oppose Afro-pessimism, which maintains erroneously that Africa has only contributed chaos, anarchy and civil strife to the world. This cannot be true, for we know it to be a fact that Africa is the cradle to humanity.  Africa has given humanity her earliest forms of civilization, arts, culture and architecture.
Let us therefore celebrate tonight’s festivities with dedicated hearts to bring peace, reconciliation and development to our Continent. I personally believe that without our commitment to these components, our nations will not enjoy the fruits of democracy as a way of changing the lives of our citizens for the better. In this season of hope for Africa and its people, we stand on the threshold with tremendous opportunities for changing the fortunes of the continent for the better. We owe it to future generations to seize the moment.
I end with 2 words from one of South Africa’s languages which have now become familiar: Ke Nako! It is time – AFRICA’S TIME!
